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Archival Theory and Digital Humanities 

(For anthology volumes I’ve included the chapters I read in bullet points) 

Archival Theory I: the Allure of the Archive 

Burton, Antoinette. Archive Stories: Facts, Fictions, and the Writing of History. Duke University 

Press, 2006. 

• Durba Ghosh, “National Narratives and the Politics of Miscegenation in Britain and 

India.” 

• Craig Robertson, “Mechanisms of Exclusion: Historicizing the Archive and the 

Passport.” 

Derrida, Jacques. Archive Fever: A Freudian Impression, trans. Eric Prenowitz. Chicago and 

London: University of Chicago Press, 1995. 

Ernst, Wolfgang. Digital Memory and the Archive. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 

2012. 

Foscarini, Fiorella, Heather MacNeill, Bonnie Mak, and Gillian Oliver. Engaging with Records 

and Archives: Histories and Theories. London: Facet Publishing, 2016. 

• 'Records in context' in context: a brief history of data modeling for archival description, 

Jonathan Furner 

• "Moving the Margins to the Middle: Reconciling 'the archive' with the archives, by 

Jeanette A. Bastain 

• "Organisms, skeletons, and the archivist as palaeontologist: metaphors of architectural 

order and reconstruction in context," Juan Ilerbaig 

• Hidden voices in the archives: pioneering women archivists in early 20th-century 

England, Elizabeth Shepherd 

• Mapping archival silence: technology and the historical record, Marlene Manoff 

Foucault, Michel. The Archaeology of Knowledge and The Discourse on Language. Trans. A.M. 

Sheridan Smith. New York: Pantheon Books, 1973.  

Lison, Andrew, Marcell Mars, Tomislav Medak, Rick Prelinger. Archives: In Search of Media. 

Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2019. 

• Rick Prelinger, “Archives of Inconvenience.” 

• Marcell Mars and Tomislav Medak, “System of a Takedown: Control and 

Decommodification in the Circuits of Academic Publishing.” 
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Manoff, Marlene. “Theories of the Archive from Across the Disciplines.” Libraries and the 

Academy 4, no. 1 (2004): 9-25. 

Ridener, John. From Polders to Postmodernism: A Concise History of Archival Theory. Litwin 

Books, 2009. 

Steedman, Carolyn. Dust: The Archive and Cultural History. New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers 

University Press, 2002. 

Taylor, Diana. The Archive and the Repertoire: Performing Cultural Memory in the Americas. 

Duke University Press, 2003. 

Tortorici, Zeb. “Archival Seduction: Indexical Absences and Historiographical Ghosts.” Archive 

Journal, 2015. Open Access Online. 

 

Archival Theory II: Underrepresented Voices and Archival Messiness 

Acland, Charles L, editor. Residual Media. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2006.  

• Introduction: Residual Media, Charles R. Acland 

• Embedded Memories, Will Straw 

• Out with the Trash: On the Future of new Media, Jonathan Sterne 

Bost, Suzanne. “Messy Archives and Materials that Matter: Making Knowledge with the Gloria 

E. Anzaldua Papers.” PMLA 130.3 (2015), 615-630. 

Chaduri, Napur, ed. Contesting Archives: Finding Women in the Sources. Champaign-Urbana: 

University of Illinois Press, 2010. 

• Foreword: 'Small Stories' and the Promise of New Narratives, Antoinette Burton 

• Introduction (Nupur Chaudhuri, Sherry J. Katz, Mary Elizabeth Perry) 

• Exploring Crime and Violence in Early-Twentieth-Century Black Women's History, Kali 

Nicole Gross 

• Spinning and Weaving the Threads of Native Women's Lives in Colonial Mexico, Lisa 

Sousa 

• Excavating Radical Women in Progressive-Era California, Sherry J. Katz 

• Archival Thinking and the Wives of Marcus Garvey, Ulla Y. Taylor 

• Revealing New Narratives of Women in Las Vegas, Joanne L. Goodwin 

Dever, Maryanne. Archives and New Modes of Feminist Research. Routledge, 2018. 

Emerson, Lori. Reading Writing Interfaces: From the Digital to the Bookbound. Minneapolis: 

University of Minnesota Press, 2014. 

Fuentes, Marisa. Dispossessed Lives: Enslaved Women, Violence, and the Archive. Philadelphia: 

University of Pennsylvania Press, 2016. 
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Jimerson, Randall C. Archives Power: Memory, Accountability, and Social Justice. Society of 

American Archivists, 2009. 

Kumbier, Alana. Queering the Archive. Sacramento: Litwin Books, 2014. 

Lowry, James, ed. Displaced Archives. Routledge, 2017. 

Luxon, Nancy, ed. Archives of Infamy: Foucault on State Power in the lives of Ordinary 

Citizens. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2019. 

Stewart, Motha. Archiving Sovereignty: Law, History, Violence. Ann Arbor: University of 

Michigan Press, 2018. 

Stoler, Ann Laura, Along the Archival Grain: Epistemic Anxieties and Colonial Common Sense. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2010. 

Tilton, Lauren, and Grace Hale. “Participatory Archives.” Archive Journal. Issue 7. Open Access 

Online. 

 

Digital Humanities: Foundational Texts and Definitions 

Antley, Jeremy. “Going Beyond the Textual in History.” Journal of Digital Humanities 1, no. 2 

(Spring 2012), http://journalofdigitalhumanities.org/1-2/going-beyond-the-textual-in-history-by-

jeremy-antley/ 

Burdeck, Anne et al., Digital Humanities. Cambridge: MIT Press, 2012. 

Earhart, Amy E. Traces of the Old: Uses of the New: The Emergence of Digital Literary Studies. 

Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2015. 

Fiormonte, Domenico, Teresa Numerico, Francesca Tomasi. The Digital Humanist: A Critical 

Inquiry. Austin, TX: Punctum, 2015. 

Gold, Matthew K. and Lauren F. Klein. Debates in the Digital Humanities. Minneapolis: 

University of Minnesota Press, 2019. 

• R.C. Alvarado, “Digital Humanities and the Great Project: Why We Should 

Operationalize Everything—And Study Those Who are Doing So Now.” 

• Andrew Gomez, “The Making of the Digital Working Class: Social History, 

Digital Humanities, and Its Sources.” 

• John Hunter, “The Digital Humanities and ‘Critical Theory’: An Institutional 

Cautionary Tale 

• Katie Rawson and Trevor Munoz, “Against Cleaning.” 

• Moacir P. de Sá Pereira, “Mixed Methodological Digital Humanities.” 

• Claire Warwick, “ ‘They Also Serve’: What DH Might Learn About Controversy 

and Service from Disciplinary Analogies.” 

http://journalofdigitalhumanities.org/1-2/going-beyond-the-textual-in-history-by-jeremy-antley/
http://journalofdigitalhumanities.org/1-2/going-beyond-the-textual-in-history-by-jeremy-antley/
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Grau, Oliver, et al. Museum and Archive on the Move: Changing Cultural Institutions in the 

Digital Era. Berlin/Boston; De Gruyter, 2017. 

Hayles, N. Katherine. “Can Computers Create Meaning? A Cyber/Bio/Semiotic Perspective.” 

Critical Inquiry 46, no. 1 (Autumn 2019): 32-55. 

Hirsch, Brett D. Digital Humanities Pedagogy: Practices, Principles, and Politics (Cambridge: 

Open Book Publishers, 2012). 

Jockers, Matthew. Macroanalysis: Digital Methods and Literary History. Urbana: University of 

Illinois Press, 2013. 

Klein, Julie Thompson. Interdisciplining Digital Humanities: Boundary Work in an Emerging 

Field. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2015. 

Manovich, Lev. Cultural Analytics. MIT Press, 2019. 

Moretti, Franco. Graphs, Maps, and Trees: Abstract Models for Literary History. Brooklyn and 

London: Verso, 2007. 

Sayers, Jentery, ed. Making Things and Drawing Boundaries: Experiments in the Digital 

Humanities. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2017. 

• Introduction: "I Don't Know All The Circuitry," Jentery Sayers 

• Creative Curating: The Digital Archive as Argument, Joanne Bernardi and Nora 

Dimmock 

• Making It Matter, Jeremy Boggs, Jennifer Reed, and J.K. Purdom Lindblad 

• Making the RA [Research Assistant] Matter: Pedagogy, Interface, and Practices, 

Janelle Jenstad and Joseph Takeda 

• On the "Maker Turn" in the Humanities, David Staley 

• Reproducing the Academy: Librarians and the Question of Service in the Digital 

Humanities, Roxanne Shirazi 

• The Boundary work of Making in Digital Humanities, Julie Thompson Klein 

Svensson, Patrik and David Theo Goldberg. Between the Humanities and the Digital. 

Cambridge: MIT Press, 2015. 

•  Post-Archive: The Humanities, the Archive, and the Database, Tara McPherson 

• Utopian Pedagogies: Teaching from the Margins of the Digital Humanities, Elizabeth 

Losh 

• The Digital Humanities as a Laboratory, Amy E. Earhart 

• Why Yack Needs Hack (and Vice-Versa): From Digital Humanities to Digital Literacy 

• Humanist Computing at the End of the Individual Voice and the Authoritative Text, 

Johanna Drucker 

• Critical Theory and the Mangle of Digital Humanities, Todd Presner 
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Tilton, Lauren, et. Al. “Introduction: American Quarterly in the Digital Sphere.” American 

Quarterly 70 no. 3 (September 2018): 361-370. 

White, Richard. “What is Spatial History?” Stanford Spatial History Lab, 2010. 

 

Digital Humanities and Representation 

Bailey, Moya. “All the Digital Humanists are White, All the Nerds are Men, but Some of Us Are 

Brave.” Digital Humanities 1, no. 1 (Winter 2011), http://journalofdigitalhumanities.org/1-1/all-

the-digital-humanists-are-white-all-the-nerds-are-men-but-some-of-us-are-brave-by-moya-z-

bailey/ 

D’Ignazio, Catherine, and Lauren Klein. Data Feminism. MIT Press, 2019. 

Hamraie, Aimi. “Mapping Access: Digital Humanities, Disability Justice, and Sociospatial 

Practice.” American Quarterly 70 no. 3 (September 2018): 455-482. 

Holterhoff, Kate. “From Disclaimer to Critique: Race and the Digital Image Archivist.” Digital 

Humanities Quarterly 11, no. 3 (2017): 

http://digitalhumanities.org:8081/dhq/vol/11/3/000324/000324.html 

Lothian, Alexis. “From Transformative Works to #transformDH: Digital Humanities as (Critical) 

Fandom.” American Quarterly 70 no. 3 (September 2018): 371-393. 

Palmer, Carole L. et al. “Foundations of Data Curation: The Pedagogy and Practice of 

‘Purposeful Work’ with Research Data.” Archive Journal, June 2013. 

Risam, Roopika. New Digital Worlds: Postcolonial Digital Humanities in Theory, Praxis, and 

Pedagogy. Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 2019. 

Singh, Amardeep. “The Archive Gap: Race, the Canon, and the Digital Humanities.” Last 

modified September 15, 2015. http://www.electrostani.com/2015/09/the-archive-gap-race-canon-

and-digital.html. 

Wernimont, Jacqueline and Elizabeth Losh, eds. Bodies of Information: Intersectional Feminism 

and Digital Humanities. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2018. 

• Barbara Bordalejo, “The Myth of Equality in the Digital Humanities.” 

• Susan Brown, “Delivery Service: Gender and the Political Unconscious of Digital 

Humanities.” 

• Amy Earhart, “Can We Trust the University? Digital Humanities Collaborations 

with Historically Exploited Cultural Communities.” 

• Dorothy Kim, “Building Pleasure and the Digital Archive.” 

• Kim Brilliante Knight, “Danger, Jane Roe! Material Data Visualization as 

Feminist Praxis.” 

• Bonnie Ruberg, Jason Boyd, and James Howe, “Toward a Queer Digital 

Humanities.” 

http://journalofdigitalhumanities.org/1-1/all-the-digital-humanists-are-white-all-the-nerds-are-men-but-some-of-us-are-brave-by-moya-z-bailey/
http://journalofdigitalhumanities.org/1-1/all-the-digital-humanists-are-white-all-the-nerds-are-men-but-some-of-us-are-brave-by-moya-z-bailey/
http://journalofdigitalhumanities.org/1-1/all-the-digital-humanists-are-white-all-the-nerds-are-men-but-some-of-us-are-brave-by-moya-z-bailey/
http://digitalhumanities.org:8081/dhq/vol/11/3/000324/000324.html
http://www.electrostani.com/2015/09/the-archive-gap-race-canon-and-digital.html
http://www.electrostani.com/2015/09/the-archive-gap-race-canon-and-digital.html
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• Sharon P. Leon, “Complicating a ‘Great Man’ Narrative of Digital History in the 

United States.” 

• Deb Verhoven, “Be More Than Binary.” 

Wernimont, Jacqueline. “Whence Feminism?” Assessing Feminist Interventions in Digital 

Literary Archives. Digital Humanities Quarterly, 2013. 

Wilson, Matthew W. New Lines: Critical GIS and the Trouble of the Map. Minneapolis: 

University of Minnesota Press, 2017. 

 

 


