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Twentieth-Century American Art History 

 

(For anthology volumes I’ve included the chapters or sections I read in bullet points) 

 

What Work Should Art and Museums Do? Primary Documents, 1910-1950 

 

Cahill, Holger. American Folk Art: The Art of the Common Man in America, 1750-1900. New 

York: Museum of Modern Art, 1932. 

 

Cheney, Martha Chandler. Modern Art in America. New York: Whittlesey House, 1939.  

 

Dana, John Cotton. The New Museum: Selected Writings of John Cotton Dana. Newark: The 

Newark Museum Association, 1999. 

 

Dewey, John. Art as Experience. New York: Milton Balch, 1934. 

 

Harrison, Charles, and Paul Woods, eds. Art in Theory 1900-2000: An Anthology of Changing 

Ideas. Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2003. 

• Diego Rivera, “The Revolutionary Spirit of Modern Art,” (1932), pp. 421-424 

• Stuart Davis and Clarence Weinstock, “Abstract Painting in America,” “Contradictions in 

Abstraction,” and “A Medium of Two Dimensions,” (1935), pp. 431-435 

• Grant Wood, “Revolt Against the City,” (1935), pp. 435-437 

• Adolf Hitler, “Speech Inaugurating the ‘Great Exhibition of German Art,’ (1937), pp. 

439-42 

• Bertolt Brecht, “Popularity and Realism,” (1938), pp. 499-502 

• Meyer Schapiro, “The Social Bases of Art” (1936), pp. 514-518 

• Walter Benjamin, “The Work of Art of in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction,” (1936), 

pp. 520-527 

• Clement Greenberg, “Avant-Garde and Kitsch,” (1939), pp. 539-549. 

 

Larkin, Oliver. Art and Life in America. New York: Rinehart, 1949. 

 

 

Art for the People? Public Art and the Art of the New Deal 
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Adams, Katherine H. and Michael L. Keene. Women, Art, and the New Deal. Jefferson, North 

Carolina: McFarland Inc., 2011. 

 

Anreus, Alejandro, Leonard Folgarait, and Robin Adele Greely, eds. Mexican Muralism: A 

Critical History. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2012. 

• Muralism and the state in post-revolution Mexico, 1920 - 1970, Robin Adele Greeley 

• Los Tres Grandes: ideologies and styles, Alejandro Anreus 

• Jose Clemente Orozco’s use of architecture in the Dartmouth mural, Leonard Folgarait 

• Siqueiros’ travels and "alternative muralisms" in Argentina and Cuba, Alejandro Anreus 

• Mexican muralism in the United States: controversies, paradoxes, and Publics, Anna-

Indych Lopez 

• Radical Mestizaje in Chicano/a murals, Holly Barnet-Sanchez 

 

Blake, Casey Nelson, ed. The Arts of Democracy: Art, Public Culture, and the State. 

Washington, DC: Woodrow Wilson Center Press, 2007. 

• Norman Rockwell, public artist, Michele H Bogart 

• Culture and the state in America, Michael Kammen 

 

Coffey, Mary K. How a Revolutionary Art Became Official Culture: Murals, Museums, and the 

Mexican State. Durham: Duke University Press, 2012.  

 

Grieve, Victoria. The Federal Art Project and the Creation of Middlebrow Culture. Urbana-

Champaign: University of Illinois Press, 2009. 

 

Hemingway. Andrew. Artists on the Left: American Artists and the Communist Movement, 1926-

1956. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2002. 

 

Kelly, Andrew, ed. Kentucky by Design: The Decorative Arts and American Culture. University 

Press of Kentucky, 2015. 

 

Knight, Cher Krause. Public Art: Theory, Practice, and Populism. Oxford: Blackwell 

Publishing, 2011. 

 

Kroiz, Lauren. Cultivating Citizens: The Regional Work of Art in the New Deal Era. Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 2018. 

 

McLerran, Jennifer. A New Deal for Native Art: Indian Arts and Federal Policy, 1933-1943. 

Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2009. 
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Musher, Sharon Ann. Democratic Art: The New Deal's Influence on American Culture. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 2015. 

 

Nunn, Tey Marianna. Sin Nombre: Hispana and Hispano Artists of the New Deal. Albuquerque: 

University of New Mexico Press, 2001. 

 

Park, Marlene. Lynching and Anti-Lynching: Art and Politics in the 1930s. New York: 

Cambridge University Press, 1993. 

 

Saab, Joan. For the Millions: American Art and Culture Between the Wars. Philadelphia: 

University of Pennsylvania Press, 2004. 

 

Whiting, Cecile. Antifascism in American Art. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1989. 

 

The Cultural Politics of Art: Museums, Sponsorship, and the Culture Wars 

 

Alberro, Alexander, and Blake Stimson eds. Institutional Critique: An Anthology of Artists 

Writings. Cambridge: MIT Press, 2009, selections. 

 

Ault, Julie. Art Matters: How the Culture Wars Changed America. New York: New York 

University Press, 1999. 

• Introduction: But what has changed? Philip Yenawine 

• Artist project: talking to Art matters, Andrea Fraser 

• Artist project: "Dear friend of the Arts”, Julie Ault 

• Too Political? Forget It, Lucy R. Lippard 

• Passionate Irreverence: The Cultural Politics of Identity, Coco Fusco 

• Postcards from America: X-Rays from Hell, David Wojnarowicz 

• The Culture War Within the Culture Wars: Race, Michele Wallace 

• The War on Culture, Carole S. Vance 

• Homophobia at the N.E.A., Holly Hughes and Richard Elovich 

• Are Content Restrictions Constitutional? Kathleen M. Sullivan 

• The Children of John Adams: A Historical View of the Debate Over Arts Funding 

• Theses on Defunding, Martha Rosler  

• The Privatization of Culture, George Yudice 

 

Banks, Patricia. Diversity and Philanthropy at African American Museums. London: Routledge, 

2019. 

Becker, Howard. Art Worlds. Updated and Expanded Edition. Berkeley: University of California 

Press, 2012. 



20th-Century American Art        4 

 

Bentkowska-Kafel, Anna, Trish Cashen, and Hazel Gardiner. Digital Art History: A Subject in 

Transition. Portland, OR: Intellect, 2005. 

• History of Art in the Digital Age: Problems and Possibilities, William Vaughan 

• Animating Art History: Digital Ways of Studying Colour in Abstract Art, Mary Pearce 

• The Cathedral as a Virtual Encyclopedia: Reconstructing the “Texts” of Chartres 

Cathedral, Stephen Clacy 

• Towards a Yet Newer Laocoon, Or, What We Can learn from Interacting with Computer 

Games, Michael Hammel 

• Bringing Pictorial Space to Life: Computer Techniques for the Analysis of Paintings, 

Antonio Criminisi, Martin Kemp and Andrew Zisserman 

• Enhancing a Historical Digital Art Collection: Evaluation of Content-Based Image 

Retrieval (CBIR) on Collage, Annette A. Ward, Margaret E. Graham, K. Jonathan Riley 

and Nic Sheen 

Beech, Dave. Art and Value: Art’s Economic Exceptionalism in Classical, Neoclassical, and 

Marxist Economics. Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2015. 

Binkiewicz, Donna M. Federalizing the Muse: United States Art Policy and the National 

Endowment for the Arts, 1965-1980. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004. 

 

Bolton, Richard, and Philip Brookman. Culture Wars: Documents from the Recent Controversies 

in the Arts. New Press, 1992. 

 

Blythe, Sarah Ganz, and Andrew Martinez, Editors. Why Art Museums? The Unfinished Work of 

Alexander Dorner. Cambridge: MIT Press, 2018. 

• Introduction: Museum as Powerhouse, Sarah Ganz Blythe and Andrew Martinez 

• “No Energy Is Ever Lost”: Alexander Dorner’s Dynamic Museum, Andrew Martinez 

• Storehouse to Powerhouse: The Museum Perspectives of Alexader Dorner, Rebecca 

Uchill 

• “All the Struggles of the Present”: Alexander Dorner, Henry-Russell Hitchcock, and 

Rhode Island Architecture, Dietrich Neumann 

• Tea vs. Beer: Class, Ethnicity, and Alexander Dorner’s Troubled Tenure at the Rhode 

Island School of Design, Daniel Harkett 

 

Cahan, Susan E. Mounting Frustration: The Art Museum in the Age of Black Power. Durham, 

N.C.: Duke University Press, 2016. 

 

Cameron, Fiona, and Sarah Kenderdine. Theorizing Digital Cultural Heritage: A Critical 

Discourse. Cambridge: MIT Press, 2007. 

• Rise and Fall of the Post-Photographic Museum: Technology and the Transformation of 

Art, Peter Walsh 
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• The Materiality of Virtual Technologies: A New Approach to Thinking about the Impact 

of Multimedia in Museums, Andrea Witcomb 

• Beyond the Cult of the Replicant: Museums and Historical Digital Objects--Traditional 

Concerns, New Discourses, Fiona Cameron 

• Online Activity and Offline Community: Cultural Institutions and New Media Art, Sarah 

Cook 

• A Crisis of Authority: New Lamps for Old, Susan Hazan 

• Digital Cultural Communication: Audience and Remediation, Angelina Russo and Jerry 

Watkins 

• Digital Knowledgescapes: Cultural, Theoretical, Practical, and Usage Issues Facing 

Museum Collection Databases in a Digital Epoch, Fiona Cameron and Helena Robinson 

• Localized, Personalized, and Constructivist: A Space for Online Museum Learning, Ross 

Parry and Nadia Arbach 

• Dialing Up the Past, Erik Champion and Bharat Dave 

 

Cooke, Lynne, and Douglas Crimp, eds. Outliers and American Vanguard Art. Washington, 

D.C.: National Gallery of Art in association with University of Chicago Press, 2018. 

• “Boundary Trouble: Navigating Margin and Mainstream,” Lynn Cooke 

• “Modernism’s War on Terror,” Darby English 

• “How to Make a Modern Primitive,” Richard Meyer 

• “Find-and-Seek: Discovery Narratives, Americanization, and Other Tales of Genius in 

Modern American Folk Art,” Jennifer Jane Marshall 

• “Black Folk Art Redux: A Curatorial Roundtable,” Lyne Cooke, John Beardsley, 

Katherine Jentleson, Faheem Majeed 

• “Museums, oh Museums,” Thomas J. Lax 

• “Affinities in Abstraction: Textiles, Otherness, and Painting in the 1970s,” Jenni Sorkin 

• “Archives of Femininity,” Douglas Crimp 

• “Personal Voyages” Suzanne Hudson 

 

Douglas, Stacy. Museums, Constitutionalism, and the Taming of the Political. Ann Arbor, 

University of Michigan Press, 2017. 

 

Dubin, Steven B. Displays of Power: Memory and Amnesia in the American Museum. New 

York: NYU Press, 1999. 

 

Evans, Mel. Artwash: Big Oil and the Arts. London: Pluto Press, 2015. 

 

Handler, Richard. New History in an Old Museum: Creating the Past at Colonial Williamsburg. 

Durham: Duke University Press, 1997. 
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Harris, Neil. Capital Culture: J. Carter Brown, the National Gallery of Art, and the Reinvention 

of the Museum Experience. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2013. 

 

Hartman, Andrew. A War for the Soul of America: A History of the Culture Wars. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 2016. 

 

Kantor, Sybil. Alfred H. Barr, Jr., and the Intellectual Origins of the Museum of Modern Art. 

Cambridge: MIT Press, 2002. 

 

Janes, Robert R., and Richard Sandell, editors. Museum Activism. London: Routledge, 2019. 

• Posterity has arrived: the necessary emergence of Museum activism, Robert R. Janes and 

Richard Sandal  

 

Kamposiori, Christina, Claire Warwick, and Simon Mahony. “Building Personal Research 

Collections in Art History.” In Cultural Heritage Infrastructures in the Humanities, eds., Agiatis 

Bernadou et al. New York: Routledge, 2017. 

 

Levin, Amy K., editor. Defining Memory: Local Museums and the Construction of History in 

America’s Changing Communities. New York: Altamira Press, 2007. 

• Why local museums matter, Amy K. Levin 

• Local history, "old things to look at," and a sculptors Vision: exploring local museums 

through curriculum Theory, Elizabeth Valance 

• The small town we never were: old Cowtown Museum faces and urban past, J Price 

• History lessons: selling the John Dillinger Museum, Heather R. Perry 

• "such is our heritage”: Daughters of Utah Pioneers Museum, Jessie L. Embry and Mari 

Liljenquist Nelson 

• Objects of dis/order: articulating Curiosities and engaging people at the Freakatorium, 

Lucian Gomoll 

 

Lonetree, Amy. Decolonizing Museums: Representing Native America in National and Tribal 

Museums. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2012. 

 

Luke, Timothy. Museum Politics: Power Plays at the Exhibition. Minneapolis: University of 

Minnesota Press, 2002.  

 

Meyers, Mary Ann. Art, Education, and African American Culture: Albert Barnes and the 

Science of Philanthropy. New York: Routledge, 2017. 

 

Rectanus, Mark. Culture Incorporated: Museums, Artists, and Corporate Sponsorships. 

Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2002. 
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Rinehart, Richard, and Jon Ippolito. Re-collection: Art, New Media, and Social Memory. 

Cambridge: MIT Press, 2014. 

 

Thompson, Nato. Culture as Weapon: Art and Marketing in the Age of Total Communication. 

Melville House Publishing, 2018. 

 

Wallach, Alan. Exhibiting Contradiction: Essays on the Art Museum in the United States. 

Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1998. 

 

 


